
 
 

Trip to the Field: Grapes for Humanity U.S. Supports World 
Education’s Landmine Survivor Program in Laos 

 
“World Education staff are dedicated and passionate about their work with survivors of 

landmine and unexploded ordnance (UXO). For relatively little money, World Education is able 
to do a tremendous amount.” - Arlene Willis, founder of Grapes for Humanity U.S.  

 
Under a hot November sun at the Saravane Provincial Hospital in southern Laos, not far from the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail, Arlene Willis tells the story of how her 19-year-old brother was killed in a 
landmine accident in Vietnam. A gathering of over 40 Lao doctors and nurses nod their heads, 
recognizing that Arlene understands the suffering of thousands of Lao people who have lost 
children, siblings, and parents to accidents involving unexploded ordnance (UXO) and 
landmines. Arlene is the founder and chair of Grapes for Humanity U.S., a nonprofit fundraising 
organization that pairs humanitarianism and a love of wine by donating proceeds from wine 
tastings, dinners, and auctions to causes around the world. For almost two years, Grapes for 
Humanity U.S. has supported World Education’s programs assisting landmine survivors, a cause 
close to Arlene’s heart. 
 
Between 1964 and 1973, an average of one planeload 
of bombs was dropped every eight minutes in Laos. 
One-third of the bombs did not explode, leaving 
hundreds of thousands of unexploded ordnance hidden 
in the countryside and around villages. There are more 
than 200 UXO accidents a year in Laos, nearly half of 
them involving children. People often activate UXO 
when they clear forested land or debris near their 
homes, or children play with the strange tennis ball-
sized “bombies” they find.  

Arlene Willis (left) and Dr. Christine 
Wheeler (right) observed first-hand how 
their support in Laos helps landmine 
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Grapes for Humanity U.S. funds have enabled World 
Education to purchase medical equipment, upgrade 
medical facilities, and provide money to pay for the 
medical costs of Laotians who have been injured or disabled by these bombs. “We have to give 
back and I’m grateful that I can. There is no hard sell or strong arming to raise the funds,”  



says Arlene, “our donors are both passionate about wine and the 
causes we support.” Arlene is the visionary and executor of the 
organization’s activities. To date, the organization has raised $1.7 
million for 15 projects around the world.   

War Victims Assistance 
Project 

Unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) in Laos has 
caused thousands of 
deaths and injuries, and 
continues to pose major 
threats to farmers and 
children living in the 
affected areas. Since 
1995 World Education 
has been assisting UXO-
affected communities 
through the War Victims 
Assistance Project. The 
project works on 
upgrading the medical, 
surgical, and emergency 
services of district and 
provincial health facilities 
so that injured 
individuals have a 
greater chance of 
survival and full 
rehabilitation. The 
project has also 
developed a UXO 
awareness curriculum for 
primary schools, and has 
trained teachers to use 
effective, child-centered 
teaching methods to help 
children learn important 
lessons about UXO injury 
prevention.  
 

 
Arlene recently traveled to Laos to witness the effects of Grapes for 
Humanity U.S.’s gift to support the War Victim’s Assistance 
Program, which is one of several World Education programs in Laos 
that has made a significant impact in the country. The program 
upgrades the medical, surgical, and emergency services of district 
and provincial health facilities so that individuals injured by UXO or 
landmine accidents have a greater chance of survival and full 
rehabilitation. Arlene and board members Dr. Christine Wheeler and 
Michael Willis visited Saravane Provincial Hospital, and met 
survivors who have benefited from their philanthropy. “We are so 
grateful that you have traveled such 
a distance to visit us,” says Dr. 
Boulai, Director of Saravane 
Hospital. “This equipment will 
allow us to do surgery better and the 
training we receive allows us to 
provide better medical care for 
accident survivors. Thank you!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 After Mai lost her leg in a UXO 

accident, World Education provided 
her with vocational training in 
weaving and helped her find a new 
job.

 
 
 

 
 
 
World Education is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of the poor through 
economic and social development programs. World Education contributes to individual growth, 
strengthens the capacity of local partner institutions, and catalyzes community and national development. 
It is known for its work in education in the sustainable agriculture, micro-enterprise development, and 
integrated literacy and health, including HIV/AIDS education, prevention and care. 
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